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were upon him, as a man likely to renew the times of
patronage, and to emulate the bounties of Lewis the
fourteenth.

It soon appeared that he was resolved to govern with
very little ministerial assistance: he took cognizance of
every thing with his own eyes ; declared, that in all con-
trarieties of interest between him and his subjects, the
publick good should have the preference; and, in one of
the first exertions of regal power, banished the prime
minister and favourite of his father, as one that had " be-
trayed his master, and abused his trust."

He then declared his resolution to grant a general to-
leration of religion, and, among other liberalities of con-
cession, allowed the profession of free-masonry. It is the
great taint of his character, that he has given reason to
doubt, whether this toleration is the effect of charity or
indifference, whether he means to support good men of
every religion, or considers all religions as equally good.

There had subsisted, for some time, in Prussia, an order
called the *' order for favour," which, according to its deno-
mination, had been conferred with very little distinction.
The king instituted the "order for merit," with which he
honoured those whom he considered as deserving. There
were some who thought their merit not sufficiently re-
compensed by this new title; but he was not very ready
to grant pecuniary rewards. Those who were most in
his favour he sometimes presented with snuffboxes, on
which was inscribed, *e Amiti6 augmente le prix."

He was, however, charitable, if not liberal, for he or-
dered the magistrates of the several districts to be very
attentive to the relief of the poor; and, if the funds es-
tablished for that use were not sufficient, permitted that
the deficiency should be supplied out of the revenues of
the town.

One of his first cares was the advancement of learning*
Immediately upon his accession, he wrote to Rollin and
Voltaire, that he desired the continuance of their friend-
ship ; and sent for Mr. Maupertuis, the principal of the